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EXECUTIVE MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 
The first Executive meeting of the year was 
held in Saskatoon on September 23 and 24, 
2005.  Discussion items included the 
following: 
 

• Karen Walliser presented the 
revised Conference Planning Guide, 
which was given to this year’s 
conference co-chairs, Ruth Garnett 
and Florence Barton.   

• As recommended by the STF, 
conference registrants will be 
advised that “no portion of the 
conference proceedings, including 
but not limited to printed materials, 
sound and/or visual recordings or 
other representations may be 
reproduced or distributed by any 
means for other than personal use 
without the express written consent 
of the author(s) of the material 
and/or the SSLA.” 

• As recommended by the STF, a 
disclaimer will be added to the 
SSLA website regarding hyperlinks 
to outside websites. 

• Karen Walliser reported on her 
attendance at the Canadian Library 
Association Conference in Calgary.  
The Conference examined the 
public’s changing information needs 
and how libraries of the future will 
need to adapt in order to continue to 
serve our communities, our schools, 
and our universities. 

• A poster and brochure were recently 
developed to promote school 
libraries and teacher-librarians.  
Other advocacy tools, such as 
PowerPoint presentations, will be 
investigated. 
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The Saskatchewan School Library 
Association has issued a poster as part of its 
ongoing advocacy for students, school 
libraries, and teacher-librarians.  Regina 
artist and educator, Sherry Farrell-Racette, 
was commissioned to do the painting on 
which the poster is based. 
 
The poster will be delivered to 930 schools 
throughout the province through 
Saskatchewan Learning. These locales will 
include every band, public, and private 
school in Saskatchewan. The posters should 
be in school libraries by November 7. 
 
It is hoped that teachers and students will 
enjoy decoding and reading the symbols 
and messages embedded in this vibrant and 
engaging poster.  The poster was made 
possible by a Special Project Grant from the 
STF. 

 
SSLA CONFERENCE 2006 
 
The theme for this year’s SSLA Conference 
is 101 Reasons to Celebrate School 
Libraries.  The Conference will be held April 
6 through 8, 2006 at Saskatoon’s 
Travelodge Inn.  Keynote speakers include 
Eric Walters, best-selling Canadian author, 
and Dr. Lois Barranoik, selected in 2004 by 
the Canadian School Library Association as 
Teacher-Librarian of the Year.  Watch for 
more details on the SSLA website! 

TEACHER-LIBRARIANS … SUPPORTING 
STUDENT LEARNING 
 
A new website has been posted which 
contains modules that explore components 
critical to the role of teacher-librarians as 
instructional leaders in Saskatchewan 
schools. Each module contains information, 
examples of best practices, resources, and 
learning opportunities. Together, they assist 
in developing the skills required by teacher-
librarians to support student learning. 

This site was created as a joint project 
between Regina Catholic Schools and 
Qu'Appelle Valley Schools.  It was funded 
for the 2004-2005 school year by the 
Saskatchewan Educational Technology 
Consortium through the Web-Based 
Learning Resource Development Initiative.  
The site is published by Saskatchewan 
Learning and may be downloaded and 
modified to meet program and/or teaching 
needs.  

http://wblrd.sk.ca/~teachlib_dev/index.htm 

 

 

 
Nominees for the 2005 Saskatchewan 
Young Readers’ Choice Willow Awards were 
announced at a special launch on October 
18 at Kennedy Langbank School in 
Kennedy, Saskatchewan.  A list of nominees 
can be found at: 
 
http://www.willowawards.ca/noms.htm  or 
 
http://www.lloydminster.lib.sk.ca/libdocs/Awa
rds/willow2005.pdf 
 
THE MEDIUM 
 
The next issue of The Medium will feature 
resource-based units and articles about 
Saskatchewan.  If you have something to 
contribute to this special Centennial edition, 
please contact one of the Editors listed on 
the front page of this newsletter. 


